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Introduction

The texts about treasure hunting were accessible across the full range of abilities, and
candidates were able to engage with the tasks and respond appropriately.

Examiners commented that there was some evidence of good teaching and learning in
preparation for this examination in the responses seen and they commented that most
candidates seemed well-prepared on the whole.

Successful candidates were able to engage fully with both texts and respond thoughtfully
and articulately. Their writing responses were often engaging and effective and were well
controlled and accurate. Less successful candidates sometimes struggled to understand the
passages and the questions. Their writing was often pedestrian or lacked coherence and had
weak language controls.

There were some candidates who made references to the pictures in their responses to
Question3, Question 6 and Question 7. This is not an appropriate way to respond to texts as
the pictures are not language or structural devices chosen for effect by the writers.

There were a few candidates who copied out all, or considerable chunks, of the extracts in
response to Question 8. This can never be a successful way to respond as the candidate is
required to produce their own work and show the ability to adapt the original texts for a
different audience and purpose.

There was evidence of planning which is to be encouraged. However the use of very long
plans or draft essays is to be discouraged as they are not a good use of time. Candidates
should be encouraged to plan their response in the answer booklet rather than on separate
additional sheets.
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Question 1

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text One which does not require candidates to
use their own words.

The majority of candidates correctly identified one of the pieces of equipment within the
given section. The most popular responses were the first two bullet points from the mark
scheme: ‘a metal detector’ or ‘a GPS unit'. A few candidates wasted time copying down too
much or offered too many points which was not necessary.

Candidates must ensure they read the text and the question carefully.
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Question 2

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text One which does not require candidates to
use their own words.

Most candidates successfully identified a relevant point, commonly ‘in the countryside’, ‘'on
agricultural land’, or ‘Norfolk'. Occasional spelling errors did not detract from the responses.

Candidates must ensure they read the text and the question carefully.
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Question 3

The question asks the candidate how the writer presents his advice to treasure hunters. The
majority of candidates understood the text and engaged with some of the ideas that the
writer presented.

Examiners commented that most candidates demonstrated at least some understanding of
the text and some awareness of the devices used to present ideas. Most candidates were
able to select examples of language use, make some relevant points and provide some
appropriate references but they did not always explain how these features helped the writer
to achieve his effects. Examiners commented that the majority of candidates were able to
demonstrate some knowledge of presentational techniques. There were a lot of references
to structure and the use of dates and numbers, especially in reference to treasure finds.
Other features that most candidates identified were: the writer’s use of direct address ‘you’;
the use of sub-headings; the use of rhetorical questions. Candidates were able to make
comments on the writer’s use of structure but some did not make any comments on
language features (although one examiner commented that candidates did not comment on
the writer’s use of structure).

More successful candidates were able to engage with the significance of language using a
variety of examples. The best thoughtfully embedded quotations and probed the language in
detail. These candidates focused on ‘how the writer presents his advice’ and were able to
engage with the writer’s use of language by commenting on the linguistic devices that were
present and how they shaped meaning. They explored devices such as the opening
paragraph being enticing and exciting; the writer’s use of names and places to draw you in;
the colloquial style and tone and their effects. They managed to write confidently about the
writer's methods with appropriate references to support their points. These candidates
understood that the writer is presenting advice that tempts the reader and makes them
curious.
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Less successful candidates produced responses that were content-based without much focus
on ‘how the writer presents his advice’. These tended to focus on ‘what’ the writer said, rather
than ‘how’ the writer presented the advice to prospective treasure hunters. In some
responses many quotations were used but these supported a content-based, narrative
response summarising the content rather than focusing on the writer’s techniques. In these
instances, there was very little evidence of analysis of either language or structure.
Sometimes candidates made generic comments such as ‘it makes it more interesting’ or ‘this
makes the reader want to read on’ which do not clearly explain how the writer has achieved
his effects. Some candidates used very long quotations but offered limited explanations of
their chosen examples. There was also evidence of ‘feature spotting’ where candidates
identify (correctly) particular language features but do not explain them. Examiners
commented that some candidates listed their points with little explanation and sometimes
no references. Some of the weakest responses were simply summaries of the text. There
were a few who merely copied out huge chunks of text.

Centres need to remind candidates that this question asks how the writer achieves his/her
effects, not what he/she says.

This is an extract from a successful response to Question 3.
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Examiner Comments

There is a secure focus on the question showing thorough
understanding of how language works. The references are detailed
and appropriate. Mark = 8, Level 4.
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(7% ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip
Note how the candidate has made detailed points about the chosen

quotations, exploring the language and structure and their effects on
the reader.
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Examiner Comments

The response identifies what the writer says, not how. There are
qguotations used which are valid but the response tends to re-state the
quotations rather than looking at the writer’s intended effects. It just
gets into Level 2 because it does try to identify techniques used such
as listing and long sentences. Mark = 3, Level 2.

T4\ ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip
Always remember to focus on how the writer uses language and

structure, and explain the writer's intended effects on the reader.
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Question 4

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text Two which does not require candidates to
use their own words. There were more attempts at using own words in response to this
qguestion which is not necessary.

Most candidates answered this correctly. Popular points identified were: * stuffed with stolen
gold, jewels and art’, ‘sealed in" and ‘ possibly three trains’.

Candidates need to make sure they have read the question carefully.
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Question 5

This is a straightforward retrieval question on Text Two which does not require candidates to
use their own words. As with Question 4, there were more attempts at using own words in
response to this question which is not necessary.

The majority of candidates answered this correctly. Common correct responses were:
‘remote locations’, ‘difficult to access locations’,  Australia’'s most desolate emptiness’ and
‘South American jungles’. Incorrect responses referenced ‘Aztec, Incan or Mayan treasure
troves’ which does not refer to a place or gave ‘Australia’ which was not specific enough.

Candidates need to make sure they have read the question carefully.
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Question 6

The question asks the candidate how the writer presents his opinions about treasure
hunting. Most examiners commented that candidates’ responses had similar qualities to the
responses to Question 3, although some observed that this question was answered less
successfully.

Most candidates were able to identify and explain what the writer was saying and the
language used to express this although there was often a tendency to describe what the
chosen examples said rather than how the language was used for effect. They were able to
comment on the tone with references such as ‘far-fetched stories’ or ‘nonsense’ with
explanations about the effects of these and the suggestion of the writer’s disbelief. Sentence
length was also mentioned often with some examples given although comments were more
about the content rather than the effect that it generates.

More successful candidates were able to explore the writer’s use of language and structure
using a variety of examples. They explained ‘how’ the writer presented his advice to treasure
hunters and ‘how’ the reader might respond. They also expressed an understanding of how
language works. They commented on the references to films, the use of the metaphor’ stokes
the fires of hope’, the effect of the ending and the use of ellipsis.

Less successful candidates produced responses that were content-based without much focus
on the writer’s techniques. Some candidates wrote a summary of the text but did not offer
any comments on language or structure. Some candidates simply re-stated their chosen
guotations. Sometimes candidates made generic comments such as ‘it makes it more
interesting’ or ‘this makes the reader want to read on” which do not clearly explain how the
writer has achieved his effects. There was also evidence of ‘feature spotting’ where
candidates identify (correctly) particular language features but do not explain them.
Examiners commented that some candidates listed their points with little explanation and
often no references. Some of the weakest responses were simply summaries of the text.

As with Question 3, centres need to remind candidates that this question asks how the writer
achieves his/her effects, not what he/she says.
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This is an extract from a successful response to Question 6.
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Examiner Comments

The response fulfils all the Level 4 criteria and demonstrates some
perceptive understanding of language and structure and their
intended effects which just tips it into Level 5. Mark = 9, Level 5.

(T4 ResultsPlus
\_) Examiner Tip
Note how the candidate has focused on and analysed individual words

and phrases to show how the writer presents his ideas.
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This is an extract from a less successful response to Question 6.
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* { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response shows some clear understanding and explanation of
language with references that are appropriate and relevant to the
points made. Mark = 6, Level 3.

.-z"'/':__;: Illl'l
W4\ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip
To improve the mark, the candidate would need to provide more
examples of how the writer uses language and structure for effect and

develop their points on the intended effects of the writer's choices.
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Question 7

This question requires candidates to compare how the writers present their ideas and
perspectives about treasure hunting. Examiners commented that the majority of candidates
were able to identify and discuss basic comparisons at a minimum, and some produced well-
thought out comparisons of the extracts.

Most candidates were able to discuss clearly the differences between the articles and draw
some comparisons. They commented on the different purposes of the texts: Text One
mentions successful finds but Text Two mainly comments on unsuccessful searches, the use
of sub-headings in Text One and the use of positive and negative language in the texts. Most
responses picked up on the fact that the texts had opposing views, but a number of
candidates missed the generally derisive opinion of the writer of Text Two.

More successful candidates developed a balanced approach in comparing the texts. They
developed a wide range of comparisons and explored the writers’ ideas and perspectives.
They were able to analyse the differences and compare the language as well as the content.
They supported their points with apt references. However it was noted that a number of
candidates made effective comparisons but limited their comments to the features of the
texts instead of exploring ideas and perspectives.

Some candidates wrote about each text separately with a comparative section at the end.
More successful responses made points of comparison linking the passages throughout.
There were a few candidates who offered a number of comparisons but did not provide any
kind of support or references to the texts.

All of the responses compared to some degree or another, but at the lower end of the mark
range there were a lot of ‘Text One uses rhetorical questions but Text Two does not’ type of
observations.

Examiners commented that some candidates list the comparisons with little explanation and
often no references.

Some responses followed the pattern of the indicative content in the mark scheme - this is
not the most successful way to respond as the indicative content is not an exemplar
response.

Less successful candidates often compared the content. Some candidates wrote paragraphs
which summarised the content of the two extracts but did not compare them. Weaker
candidates sometimes wrote about one text and then added some undeveloped points
about the other text at the end. The least successful candidates wrote very little.
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Centres will need to continue to work with candidates to make sure they have a clear
understanding of valid ways of responding to texts in Section A. This should include how to
analyse how writers' use language and structure to achieve their effects and how to write
comparative responses.

21 International GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



This is an extract from a response to Question 7.

\\aumu w\m.uz, Ao bhoterh 0 fo o Yo
\'\m\h‘iy m\a.».m 'kmk OOQ..C2 DS, @Mby
LNAW\ O Pmb&-— Buassd
k!.c.a.x..o. Ao mf\‘ o-\_\j B\ b.mn:] t.nt.mm&
amﬁﬁ%m ek tnck a flac ol
Lb Qmw méL "1:&) fQ.un\'\j
\‘-"\n.\jtdkk 2, m&ls:dﬂ(\b §T/

N s0mmQ.... s\_o% ‘n-sQ L.:ﬂtm 'tm& Fa's-1) c:..ﬁc»n., T o
,,,An_ﬂhlg Ko oo 5’ &o_n;m Lm\‘\{\j <nd. Heo. le.,
ok i tomo.othe ) \Yd 00l . on QP\*Q{KQ o=
M\Qso_m R T o WL {]\o_ 1ec ».{ Rt it T —

Dn Mo tm\fn\.n I'\Owwm ﬁw ml:% -.',{ Yok h::-
£ u‘b.kk«j N89S q\n.mhiﬁt oo \‘ufﬁg t.blmm
. @wﬁn& O 060 Son mar~.e e oedan
"hm3 mmm 3Yh... Ma@ Sueb aa . Reogle hese..
Moo Loahie {@r x_bam bt oo o f-\u Samdd
NP PRFTS SO TN qf caedian & anbed

R <o I UINN WY -V C-Y- S AN Jno. m&u ‘ﬁm

International GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R 22



....kmtn ‘_'f ae’\mnnh Ag)mx mm o.hpdr
_.._u\x»j ‘n_\u. Ht::)u r‘m\ o the éﬁwvif Ky
\F\hch»m xf*\cc\.ssmm ........ ; »

..u\n:rm,z. SN\ ne Lﬂwﬁo m&m\;fj ?-\ .................

B ha “A80a> . in.
f "“f\ M csﬂ&n iﬁpfcxmgj‘dj N

[ m ook b Ao puyadve M4 R
Qe \jc.; Laed b Pu\mj Aol \daes o0

23 International GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R



%{}ué + ke e 1“[
‘iuum kau:\ h& l:u& Ua bmr
Moo tecdoy. .

.m}@ la:id,m bl de tecdn by hos
l}snm:?' Yoosasio. h.n\‘eh:j MCQ\'\& indoed. {fm* to..

: fes.. 'la\a o b Sm}m
\.\,Pmﬁm&h o0 m’).a.d \)5 Sa mhz hﬁ

peancel

International GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R 24



-

[

¥ ( ResultsPlus
/“--‘- Examiner Comments

A wide range of comparisons are made with some exploration of ideas
and perspectives. References support the points being made. Mark =
10, Level 4.

-

-

"“ ResultsPlus
<

~_ Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate compares both texts throughout the extract.
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This is the whole of a less successful response to Question 7.
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Examiner Comments

This response considers some obvious comparisons and makes some
comments on ideas and perspectives. There is a lack of support for the
points made. Mark =5, Level 2.

Resultsﬁus
\

Examiner Tip

This could be improved by giving a wider range of comparisons and
using examples from the texts to support the comparisons.

International GCSE English Language B 4EB1 01R 26



Question 8

AO1

Most candidates referred to the three bullet points and managed to cover a reasonable
number of points. Common ideas taken from the passage were purchasing the right
equipment if you were serious, making sure you had permission and taking care of your
precious finds with a special pouch. In relation to problems the focus tended to be on legal
proceedings, dividing proceeds with the landowner and being attacked. Many candidates
combined their ideas on the first and third bullet points which was successful if they included
enough information.

The more successful candidates used a systematic approach and fully developed the ideas
from the texts. They offered a good number of relevant points, made well-focused comments
about treasure hunting and dealt with the three bullet points separately and in some detail,
incorporating information from both texts.

Less successful responses only referred to two of the given bullet points, most commonly
missing out the third one (problems that might be experienced) although some missed out
the second bullet point (what might be found). There were some responses that only used
information from Text One. The least successful candidates directly 'lifted' much material
from the source texts.

AO4

Examiners commented that most candidates understood the requirement of the task and
were able to use the appropriate register and tone for a talk to their peers and there was
clear evidence of an understanding of the purpose, audience and format required. These
responses often started with greetings, possibly a joke or two and a sense of coming
together with the audience before the three bullet points were tackled. Occasionally, these
responses spent too long on preliminaries and needed to tackle the first bullet point earlier.

More successful candidates used a range of rhetorical techniques confidently, demonstrating
a secure sense of purpose and awareness of the intended audience. They were full of
practical comments, anecdotes, humour and an empathetic tone. They included rhetorical
devices, short sentences, a personal viewpoint and some even used ellipsis. These responses
were lively and engaging.

Less successful responses were not able to adapt the texts for audience and purpose and
often had problems sustaining the required register throughout their response. There were
some quite brief responses.
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AO5

Most candidates were able to write with clarity and spell a range of vocabulary correctly.
More successful candidates had full control of sentence structures and used them for effect.
They were able to use a wide range of vocabulary and punctuation. Paragraphing was
generally handled well. Some candidates had problems with grammar, despite good spelling
and punctuation.

Common errors were: missing out definite and indefinite articles; grammatical errors such as
incorrect subject/verb agreement; comma splicing; lack of capital letters, especially for ‘I'and
sometimes at the start of sentences.

Centres should continue to work to ensure candidates have a clear idea of how to adapt
ideas from texts and how to write appropriately for different audiences and purposes. They
should also be able to write with accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation.
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This is the whole of a successful response to Question 8.
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I‘/'--.*. Examiner Comments

AO1 - there is a good number of relevant points and appropriate
selection of material to support the points made. Mark = 8, Level 4.

AO4 - the response communicates successfully with a secure
realisation of audience and purpose and effective use of form, tone
and register. Mark = 10, Level 4.

AOS5 - the response develops and manages appropriate information

with accurate paragraphing. There is varied vocabulary and
punctuation used for effect. Mark = 6, Level 3.

l’“ ResultsPlus

~_ Examiner Tip
Note how the candidate has covered all the bullet points in detail and
maintained the effective form, tone and register throughout the

response.
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This is a clear response to Question 8.
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\/ / ResultsPlus

/"--. Examiner Comments
AO1 - some relevant points are made with a secure appreciation of
information and ideas. Mark =5, Level 3.

AO4 - communicates clearly with a clear sense of audience and
purpose and appropriate use of form, tone and register. Mark = 6,
Level 3.

AOS - the response develops and manages appropriate information
with accurate paragraphing. There is some use of varied and accurate
punctuation and vocabulary. Mark = 5, Level 3.

>\ ResultsPlus
\\_/. Examiner Tip
This response could have been improved by having a wider range of

ideas used from the two texts and using a stronger register.
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Question 9

AO4

The majority of the responses did not agree with the statement ‘People who look for
excitement and danger are foolish'. Ideas included that life was short and was for living. It
was therefore important not to have regrets and to seize opportunities. Something which
pushed you out of your comfort zone was something to be proud of and helped you to
mature and grow as an individual. Counter arguments included that you were concerned
about injuries and accidents and spending the rest of your life in a wheelchair or worse. You
had responsibilities to loved ones and surely it was possible to enjoy life without taking
undue risks. Happiness could be achieved following more gentle and safe pursuits.

Most candidates were able to present a discussion with some sound arguments and
supporting evidence. Some clearly introduced the idea of what dangers they might want to
encounter. Better candidates produced well organised responses with a range of well
developed ideas. They used a range of techniques successfully to add interest and variety to
their writing. The tone was often energetic and enthusiastic. Weaker candidates offered
points that were quite predictable and found it difficult to sustain an argument, often leading
to repetition. Weaker candidates often presented muddled ideas or were very brief. A small
number of candidates wrote a story rather than a discursive response.

Centres need to ensure that candidates who choose this option are well prepared in
argumentative, discursive and rhetorical techniques and are able to develop their ideas
effectively.

AO5

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in a suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control.

More successful responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. These
candidates were able to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate
spelling of a wide vocabulary and correctly use a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful responses were often repetitive with their word choices and sentence
structures and had many errors. They had poor language controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but examiners
commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression such as
problems with tenses and sentence structure including missing words. Examiners
commented that punctuation and vocabulary choices sometimes lacked variety.
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Common errors commented on by examiners were: comma splicing; problems with
homophones; missing or misused apostrophes; not capitalising ‘I' for the personal pronoun;
missing capital letters at the beginning of sentences, and grammatical errors.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring and
idiomatic English to enable candidates to express themselves clearly and to enable them to
access the higher mark bands.
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This is the whole of a successful response to Question 9.
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¢ / ResultsPlus
/""-'- Examiner Comments

AO4 - the response fulfils all Level 4 criteria and gets into Level 5 as it
is sharply focused on purpose and audience. Mark = 18, Level 5.

AQOS5 - the ideas are manipulated with a range of structural and
grammatical features. There is a wide and selective vocabulary used
accurately. The punctuation is used with accuracy and effectively. Mark
=10, Level 5.

>\ ResultsPlus
\_/ Examiner Tip
Note how the response maintains the focus on discussing the

statement and provides a range of developed ideas.
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Question 10

This was the most popular choice.
AO4

Some examiners commented positively on the quality of some of the responses to the title
‘The Discovery'. There were some effective narratives with engaging plots.

Different interpretations of the title were plentiful. A number of candidates focused on
finding lost treasure or artefacts but other discoveries included rescuing animals or people,
seeing a ghost, having been adopted, or the narrator discovering they are ill. There were also
more abstract interpretations such as: being denied access into heaven and so discovering
hell, how to live better, self-discovery and discovering the truth. The narratives were full of
pace and conflict and they were often fast moving and sometimes violent. Some of the
narratives ended tragically in that the characters became ill and died, or the characters died
in some other fashion. Examiners did comment on a number of unnecessarily gruesome,
violent and gory stories. These unpleasant plots sometimes struggled to maintain a focus on
the title.

Most candidates were able to write a narrative with some sense of plot. Many candidates
organised their narrative so that the ‘The Discovery’ appeared at the end. More successful
candidates planned their ideas well, focused on developing characters as well as plot,
selecting details to create pace and sometimes tension. These narratives did not try to cover
too much plot detail as there is simply not enough time to do these plot developments
justice in an examination. There were some narratives that were rather long-winded and
convoluted where candidates had developed over-ambitious plots. There were some
candidates who did not always make it clear what the discovery was or occasionally would
tag it on at the end of a story without a link to the narrative they had constructed. There were
a few examples of endings such as ‘l woke up and it was all a dream’. Less successful
candidates lacked development of ideas or the ability to maintain a narrative. They struggled
at times with clarity, with muddled storylines and weak endings. Some candidates wrote
responses that showed evidence of prepared essays or used plots from films, computer
games or novels.

Centres need to ensure candidates have a secure understanding of narrative techniques and
the ability to develop a coherent and cohesive personal response.

AO5

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in a suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control. Examiners did
comment that the range of punctuation used was quite limited.
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Better responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. Better candidates
were able to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate spelling of a wide
vocabulary and correctly use a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful candidates tended to use fairly basic vocabulary and often used fairly simple
sentence structures throughout their responses. Weaker candidates had poor language
controls and weak paragraphing.

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but most
examiners commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression.
There were problems with tenses and sentence structure including missing words. Some
examiners noted that the lack of paragraphing was an issue for some candidates. These
problems limited the effectiveness of the communication.

Common errors commented on by examiners were: missing basic sentence punctuation;
comma splicing; problems with homophones; misspelling of basic vocabulary; missing or
misused apostrophes; not capitalising ‘I' for the personal pronoun; missing capital letters at
the beginning of sentences and grammatical errors such as problems with sentence
structures, subject-verb agreement and verb tenses.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring to
enable candidates to express themselves clearly and to enable them to access the higher
mark bands.
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This is the whole of a response to Question 10.
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i,
N { ResultsPlus

/"--. Examiner Comments
AO4 - the response communicates clearly with a clear sense of
audience and purpose and appropriate use of form, tone and register.
Mark = 11, Level 3.
AQOS5 - the candidate develops and connects appropriate information
and ideas. Varied vocabulary and punctuation is used. Mark = 6, Level

3.

4 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Think about how the development of the ideas and how more detail

would have improved this response.
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Question 11

AO4

Candidates produced some effective responses that were focused on the task of describing a
time when something totally unexpected happened.

Unexpected experiences included weather events, accidents and unexpected celebrations.
However most examiners observed that a significant number of responses were narrative-
based, containing little description, and told a story about something that had happened
unexpectedly, such as finding lost treasure whilst on holiday. Some of these narrative
responses did manage successfully to include descriptive elements. There was an attempt to
describe colour and the atmosphere and mood of the scene so, for example, describing the
true event of The Twin Towers, the candidate was able to look at this as something most
certainly unexpected and to describe the scene, the smells, the horror and atmosphere.
Breaking your arm unexpectedly also fitted that category, and the description revolved
around the feelings, the hospital and the pain.

Those candidates who understood the descriptive focus provided detailed and successful
descriptions of the experience and its impact with effective technical choices, particularly
alliteration and the use of adjectives. These responses were enthusiastic and fully focused.
More successful responses used very effective imagery and gave perceptive descriptions of
the unexpected experience and sometimes focused on something original which was
unexpected. Less successful candidates tended to produce responses that were pedestrian,
used a limited range of vocabulary and lacked detail. Some responses were entirely
narrative-based, losing the descriptive focus of the task.

Centres need to ensure candidates are aware of the techniques they can use in descriptive
writing and also ensure candidates develop a varied vocabulary which they can use
appropriately.

AO5

Most candidates were able to develop and express information and ideas in suitable way
with the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features. They used a range of
correctly spelt vocabulary and were able to punctuate with some control. Examiners did
comment that the range of punctuation used was quite limited.

Successful responses had full control of spelling, punctuation and grammar. They were able
to use a wide range of structural devices together with accurate spelling of a wide vocabulary
and correctly use a wide range of punctuation.

Less successful candidates tended to use fairly basic vocabulary and often used fairly simple
sentence structures throughout their responses. These candidates had poor language
controls and weak paragraphing.
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There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuation but most
examiners commented on candidates who had problems with grammar and expression.
There were problems with tenses and sentence structures. These problems limited the
effectiveness of the communication.

Common errors commented on by examiners were: missing basic sentence punctuation;
comma splicing; missing or misused apostrophes; not capitalising ‘I' for the personal
pronoun; missing capital letters at the beginning of sentences, and grammatical errors such
as problems with sentence structures, subject-verb agreement and verb tenses.

Centres need to focus on developing accurate and effective grammatical structuring to
enable candidates to express themselves clearly and to enable them to access the higher
mark bands.
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This is a successful response to Question 11.
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¢ { ResultsPlus

/"--. Examiner Comments
AO4 - the ideas are successfully communicated with a secure
realisation of purpose and effective tone, register and form. There is a
secure focus on description. Mark = 16, Level 4.

AO5 - the response manages ideas cohesively and deliberately, using a
range of vocabulary accurately. There is an accurate range of
punctuation used deliberately. Mark = 7, Level 4.

.\ ResultsPlus
\\_} Examiner Tip
Note how the writer maintains the secure focus on description

throughout the response.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Most successful candidates:

e read the texts with insight and engagement

e were able to explore language and structure and show how these are used by writers to
achieve effects in response to Questions 3 and 6

e were able to select a wide range of comparisons and explore the writers' ideas and
perspectives in response to Question 7

e were able to select and adapt relevant information for Question 8

e wrote clearly with a good sense of audience and purpose in an appropriate register in
response to Question 8

e engaged the reader with creative writing that was clearly expressed, well developed and
controlled (Questions 9, 10 and 11)

e used ambitious vocabulary

e wrote with accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Least successful candidates:

e did not engage fully with the texts

e were not able to identify language and structure or made little comment on how these are
used by writers to achieve effects in response to Questions 3 and 6

e were not able to compare the texts or offered very limited comparisons in response to
Question 7

e sometimes narrated or copied the texts in response to Questions 3, 6 and 7

e did not write in an appropriate register in response to Question 8

e were not able to select and adapt relevant information for Question 8

e sometimes copied from the original texts in response to Question 8

e were not able to sustain and develop ideas clearly in response to Section C (Questions 9,
10and 11)

¢ did not demonstrate accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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